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Parents and community 

members in the Winton 

Woods School District will 

have three opportunities to 

attend a community 

conversation about school 

facilities. “We’re offing the 

invitation to all of our 

stakeholders to come hear 

about our current facilities, 

our current opportunities, and 

how these opportunities may 

impact our entire community,” 

said Winton Woods 

Community Engagement 

Coordinator Corina Denny.  

The three opportunities are:  

 Greenhills Conversation on Tuesday, September 27, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Winton 

Woods Middle School library, 147 Farragut Road in Greenhills. 

 Forest Park Conversation on Wednesday, September 28, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the 

Forest Park Senior Center, 11555 Winton Road in Forest Park. 

 Springfield Township Conversation, Thursday, September 29, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at 

Winton Woods Primary South, 825 Lakeridge Drive in Springfield Township.  

 

 

 



We are pleased to share the September 2016 Warrior Supercast:  

“Winton Woods City Schools Bond Information: Part 1.” Our special 

guests include: 

 Dr. Viola Johnson, Winton Woods Board of Education Vice 

President 

 Mrs. Paula Kuhn, Winton Woods Board of Education Member 

 

 

 

Winton Woods City Schools will hold its second Community Conversation on Monday, October 

17, at 6:30 p.m., to discuss the expansion of New Tech Network throughout the district. District 

families, community stakeholders and local business partners are invited to attend. The event 

will be held in the Winton Woods High School Media Center, 1231 W.  Kemper Rd. It is being 

facilitated by Steve Easley, owner of Easley Blessed Media, a community partner of the school 

district.  

“We are excited about the expansion of New Tech Network throughout the district and the 

unique academic opportunities this will provide for our students,” said Corina Denny, 

community engagement coordinator for Winton Woods City Schools. “This meeting allows us to 

continue the conversation we started in July about implementing this exciting model of 

educational reform into all our classrooms over the next two years. We’ll answer questions, share 

the positive impact that New Tech Network has had for students at our high school and Academy 

of Global Studies, and explain the district’s new direction for the future.” 

 

 

Anthony G. Smith, superintendent of Winton 

Woods City Schools, told an audience of 

parents, community members, staff and 

business leaders that the expansion of New 

Tech Network (NTN) and project-based 

learning throughout the district in the next 

two years is helping the district re-focus on its 

mission to actively engage and challenge all 

learners to reach their maximum potential.   

“We know this works,” Smith said, pointing 

to higher OGT scores and passing rates for 

students in the district’s Academy of Global 

Studies, a NTN school that utilizes project-

based learning. He noted that ACT scores for 

his AGS juniors and seniors were higher than for students in the traditional high school.   

http://www.wintonwoods.org/userfiles/557/my files/september 2016.mp3?id=6776
http://www.wintonwoods.org/userfiles/557/my%20files/september%202016.mp3?id=6776


“We are a district that creates opportunities,” Smith said, citing the addition of full-day preschool 

this year, the soccer team’s trip to China over the summer to participate in an international soccer 

tournament, and the addition of scholarship opportunities with the creation of girls’ rowing and 

boys’ lacrosse teams in the spring. He also announced a new partnership with The Underground 

in Forest Park that offers an after-school program for students in grades 9-12.  

Smith praised his staff for their hard work through all the educational reform the district is 

undertaking. “My staff is passionate about ensuring students find success,” he said. “They strive 

to prepare students for an authentic 21st century educational experience and inspire students to 

find their purpose.”  

Smith also addressed the district’s November bond issue. “Why do our children deserve new 

buildings?” he asked. “Because Winton Woods City Schools is leading innovation in education.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony G. Smith addresses stakeholders at 

the 2016 State of the Schools.  

 

Three Winton Woods High School Varsity 

Ensemble members auditioned for and were 

accepted to the Ohio Music Education 

Association (OMEA) All-State Choir. 

Jaysean Johnson and Josef Mayer (both 

baritones) and Cari Sullivan (soprano) were 

among hundreds of students who sent in 

audition recordings where they sang scales 

to show vocal range and sang a classical 

piece from the OMEA required list.   

Winton Woods High School Director of 

Choirs Joe Whatley said, “We are excited 

because all of our students who auditioned 

were accepted. We’re hoping with the 

addition of the grant money given to the 

music department this year by the Winton Woods Educational Foundation that we will have 

many more students audition for next year’s All-State Choir.”  

Johnson, Mayer and Sullivan will perform at the February OMEA professional development 

conference in Cleveland.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School Varsity Ensemble members (l-r) Josef Mayer, 

Cari Sullivan and Jaysean Johnson have been accepted to the OMEA All-State Choir. 

 

Look over the railing at the water as you cross Winton Woods Lake next spring and you just 

might catch a glimpse of Winton Woods High School’s new rowing team. Planning, preparation 

and recruiting are underway for the inaugural season of girls crew under the direction of Coach 



Pat Riester, a former high school rower in New York, who has also rowed and coached at Xavier 

University.  

Riester said he’s not looking for a specific type of athlete for the new team but the girls do need 

to be comfortable around the water. “Anyone can try out, and I’ll work with everyone I get,” he 

said. “We can teach them to swim, and we will have life jackets.” 

Winton Woods High School Athletic Director David Lumpkin said he was excited to bring this 

new athletic opportunity to his female athletes. “This gives our girls an opportunity to step 

outside their boundaries,” said Lumpkin, adding that crew is also an NCAA emerging sport with 

scholarship dollars available. In fact, last year Lumpkin received a letter from Rutgers University 

specifically offering an athletic scholarship to a female rower who was at least 5’10’ and had a 

good ACT score.      

Paul Denning, a former crew coach at Xavier University who is helping with the Winton Woods 

program, said that collegiate crew is looking for diversity in the sport and that many scholarships 

go unclaimed. He hopes that the start of girls rowing at Winton Woods High School will help 

address both those situations.  

So Denning joined Lumpkin and a team 

of people who were working to create 

Winton Woods’ girls crew, one of the 

first scholastic high school rowing 

teams in the area. The team included 

Jeff Merrill, Winton Woods Middle 

School athletic director; Corina Denny, 

community engagement coordinator for 

Winton Woods City Schools; and Dave 

Liedhagner, harbor manager at Winton 

Woods Park. 

While this type of collaboration can 

often be a lengthy process, Lumpkin 

said, “Once we met with everyone, they 

knew we were serious. We still have to build a floating dock at a site not too far from the Winton 

Woods boat house, we need a trailer, and we’re fundraising for the boats. The park is providing a 

secure fenced area in the parking lot.” 

“Winton Woods Lake is going to be perfect for us,” said Riester, who’s concentrating on finding 

his first team. “I love working with novices,” he said. “They learn so much so quickly.”  

So what kind of athlete is Riester looking for? “Rowing is the ultimate team sport, and everyone 

works together to move the boat,” he said. “The training for rowing is different than other sports. 

You work your full body: legs, arms and core. You need the balance of a gymnast, the power of 

a wrestler, and the aerobic base of a marathon runner. This is going to be tough.” Denning, who 

has been coached by and has coached with Riester, called rowing a “super athlete sport. Rowers 

can burn 100 calories in four minutes of rowing,” he said.  

Riester said his coaching will concentrate on technique this year, using the new rowing 

machines, or ergs, that the district has purchased. “There is so much more to a stroke than just 



pulling hard,” he said. “The stroke is a cycle. If we can move together and move the boat 

efficiently, we’ll be successful. 

“I focus on how the athlete feels in the boat. When we do drills we are isolating a part of the 

stroke, exaggerating what the stroke should feel like. I also look at the stroke as a whole and 

determine what might be causing an issue. An athlete is never rowing with bad technique on 

purpose, it's up to the coach to look at the stroke and determine where the issue is. When an 

athlete fixes the issue, I make sure to let them know right away and ask if it feels different to 

them.” Riester said he’d also like to take his team to the Cincinnati Rowing Center underneath 

the Montgomery Inn Boathouse before rowing season starts.  

The girls rowing team will train three days a week on the water and on land, through the fall and 

winter. When the spring season arrives on March 1, 2017, Winton Woods girls crew will be 

participating in 2000 meter races against other first-year novice boats.  

So look over the railing as you cross Winton Woods Lake next spring. You just might catch a 

glimpse of them.     

PHOTO CAPTION: Pat Riester, Winton Woods High School’s new girls crew coach, tries out 

the district’s new rowing machines with (l-r) Aria Gaines, Anne-Marie Nightingale, Brianna Ball 

and Aversa Prentosito.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



If you missed the opportunity to see Winton Woods Intermediate School student Royalty 

Hightower in The Fits at the movie theater this summer, now is your chance to see her amazing 

performance online. The movie can be streamed or rented on iTunes, Amazon Video or Google 

Play. Critics at the Venice and Sundance Film Festivals raved about Hightower’s performance in 

the film, which was shot in Cincinnati.  

Hightower’s journey into acting began 

when writer, director and producer 

Anna Rose Holmer chose the West 

End drill team the Q-kidz as the focus 

of her movie, The Fits. After 

auditioning several girls from the Q-

kidz, Holmer chose Hightower, then a 

fifth grader, as her star. In The Fits, 

Hightower stars as Toni, a young girl 

who leaves the world of boxing, which 

she has shared with her brother, to join 

the high energy drill team that 

practices in the same recreation center. 

Her performance was called 

“magnetic” by RogerEbert.com, “mesmerizing” by Vanity Fair and “extraordinary” by 

Indiewire. Rolling Stone called it “the girl power movie of 2016.” 

“I just thought (The Fits) was a regular movie,” said Hightower. “I didn’t know that it would 

blow up like this.” To see the movie trailer for The Fits, go to 

http://www.thefitsfilm.com/.                                            

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods sixth grader Royalty Hightower plays Toni in the movie The 

Fits, which was filmed in Cincinnati’s West End and can now be seen online. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

9/15     Midterm 

9/16     NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS/PROFESSIONAL DAY  

9/19  WWIS WWC PTA General Meeting 

9/23   Interim Report Cards Distributed 

9/25   Interim Report Cards Distributed 

9/26 6:30 PM  BOARD 

OFFICE 

Board of Education Meeting    

9/30 6 PM  HOMECOMING PARADE/GAME (Celebrating 25TH Years) 

 

Winton Woods Today is brought to you by: Gina Burnett, designer; Teresa Cleary, writer and 

photographer. 

http://www.thefitsfilm.com/

